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She had an aversion to disobedient children, and she
occasionally stopped in the street to reprimand strange
little boys and girls—her future subjects—if their
behaviour displeased her.
After the Peace of Aix, she had seven children living,
three sons and four daughters: Joseph, Charles, Leopold,
and Marianne, Marie Christine, Elisabeth, and Amelia.
Naturally, as Joseph was her heir, the Empress centred
her attention on him, and a regiment of tutors was
brought to Vienna to educate him and his brothers.
Joseph was a particularly sensitive and difficult
child. During his infancy he was very much spoiled by
both his parents, and then, when he was a little older, his
mother was surprised that " her son would not obey/'
When he was taken from his nurses at the age of six and
handed over to his tutors, her instructions were very
severe. Though corporal punishment was not usually
inflicted on Habsburg Princes, she once ordered him to
be caned. When it was respectfully pointed out to her
by Joseph's tutors that her order offended against all
traditions, she merely remarked: " Well, look at the
Habsburg Princes; their characters have shown that
they have not been sufficiently chastised/'
" Since my son/* she wrote to Count Batthany, the
Field-Marshal, who was Joseph's first tutor, " as a
pledge so dear and important to us, has been brought
up in great tenderness, it is certain that we have yielded
to him too much. . . „ His violent desire to carry out his
will would result in obedience to him, but not in success/*
Batthany was told to curb Joseph's strong wiH, to
make him obedient, kind to his inferiors, and good
mannered. The child rarely had a moment to himself*
It is not surprising that in his early childhood he was
stubborn and reserved. When Joseph was six yeais old*

